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and true happiness in the sight of God, who had con-
nected their predestination with their capture and
the kind of death that these Barbarians may make
them suffer. We have reason to suppose this, from
the evidences of perfect integrity that they gave
while they dwelt with us.

Four of them had left their own country last Au-
tumn, to come and winter here, and to be instructed
[145] at leisure, hoping to derive great benefit from
the good examples both of our French and of the
Christian Savages, of whose virtue and good habits
they had heard through the reports of their country-
men who had wintered here in previous years, and
had been greatly impressed thereby. The fear of
the Iroquois, of hunger, and of numerous other great
dangers and hardships that have to be encountered
on so long a journey, was not sufficient to prevent
them from coming to seek that pearl of the Gospel
which is preferable to all earthly goods, and which
cannot be too dearly purchased, even with the loss
of life. The two others were captives who came and
threw themselves into our hands, after escaping from
those of the Iroquois, who had taken them prison-
ers,—omne since the capture of Father Jogues, by
whom he was baptized; and the other, after the
disastrous defeat of the Hurons near Montreal. This
disaster was caused by a signal act of cowardice and
treachery on the part of the Iroquois, who, having
attracted the Hurons [146] into their Fort under
pretext of peace and friendship, massacred some and
made prisoners of the others, excepting a very few
who fled, quite naked, to Montreal.

These six Hurons met together, by a fortunate
coincidence, at the three Rivers, at the beginning of



